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C——— 
DUTY OF PARENTS. 


THE SUBSTANCE OF A DISCOURSE BY L. $8, EVERETT. 
« Fathers, provoke not your children to- wrath ; but bri 
them up in the nyrture and admonitioa of the Lord. 

Eph. vi. 4. 0 : 

So ara tyre; d important 1s it, that the rising 
generation should be trained up in virtuous: prin- 
ciples, that it becomes the duty of all classes of 
Society, and of all conditions of. men, to bestow 
their most 8erious thoughts upon the 8ubject. It 
should be frequently. the theme of conversation z 
and, as it should be the endeavor of every chris- 
tian, to do 8omething for the good of mankind, 
everyday, and hour of his life, I know not of any 
8erious objection that can be urged. against mix- 


) topic, 


ing some reflections. upon this 1nteresti 


with the devotional services of the house of pray- | 


er. Certain I am, that the most ardent supplica-, 
tions of the good parent, are offered up in behalf 
of his children; and if we may. pray for them, it 
will be difficult to tell why we may not. enter :into 
a discussion of those subjects, inattention to which, 
would render our prayers unavailing. For, as faith 
without works is dead, 80 ers without exer- 
tions. on our. part, to obtain the blessing sought, 
will be useless. . , 

. But there is a difficulty, which always attends 
the effort to bring before the mind the facts in a 
case like this ;.and this will account, perhaps, for 
the little attention that has been bestowed upon 
this subject, by those who occupy the responsible 
station of ministers....I allude to the fact, that. in 
order to do justice to an undertaking of this kind, 
the speaker must, eng 99 those every day af- 


fairs of life, which > þ onght to be, familiar to 
every intelligent,mind.. And- in doing this, he 
runs the risk of being thought out of place, and of 


having his discourse pronounced. dull, and unin- 


teregting. Still it is most evidently true, that 


more. happiness may be gained, by attending to 
these things TP as they x ma. wp or wore 
musery incurred, dy negiecling them, can 
ined by bo ; , \ <a ch topics winch. 0op 
ought to be exceedingly interesting ; or logt by 
inattention to-them. The fact is, the surest foun- 
ation for happiness, i adyanced, or declin- | « 


to, p 


- 
Pp: = 
A 


\ TIS 
. 
[- _ "X . 
. 3463 IRENE 4444 ; L 
: , , 
; I' 
V 4 
BE». g , 
y . .* 
—*; 


why our children are not exactly what we. would 
have them to be, is, because their parents have 
not done what has been all along incumbent on 
them; and because, in many respects, they have 
not been qualified to discharge those duties. Ow- 
ing to. the fact, that we, ourselves, have been in 
g8ome rospects erroneously educated, we-are but 
poorly qualified to educate others, We are liable 
it 18 thought, (not to venerate the names and vir- 
tues of our parents too much) to. look, with too 
much approbation, upon their errors. Hence it is, 
that succeeding generations improve 80 8lowly. 
By reverting to the manners and customs of past 
times, and comparing them with those of the pre- 
gent, we shall find, that although many unprove- 
ments have been made, yet, that there is reason 
to wonder, that, with the advantages enjoyed, they 
have. an been goons. TSS gs called the 
age of wiprovemeni—but whether ature genera- 
tions will think as well of us, as 46 9h eu 
elves, is 80mewhat doubtful, It will be-the pre- 
regytie of posterity to correct our errors ; and 
well will it be for those who come after us, if we 
leave them prepared to form a just estimate, both 
of our virtues, and our faults. ell will it be for 
our children, and children's children, if they are 
left free to examine our principles, and ified 
to ascertain what were the errors-in the opinions 
and conduct of their predecessors. 

Let us be wise enough, to lay aside the good 
opinion we 80 much delight to- entertain of our- 
selves, and see if there are not some errors in our 
views and conduct which we may correct, and 80 
save our posterity. the trouble of doing it. And 
where—let us inquire—lies the difficulty ? . And 
what ts 112 TI venture to answer, by saying, that 
there are -two prominent. faults in. our manner of 
educating the young. One is, we have not, to a 
sufficient extent, cultivated- their affections—the 
other is, we have neglected: their real interests. 
We have not attended, gufficiently, to the __ 
tolic injunction expressed in the of our 
text ; which requires that we shot 
our children to wrath; nor havg.we 
to *bring them up in the nurtures. anda 
of the rd. Lp EPS 


well-being of pets and children, will not 
be denied ; |but, that too _ ints, backed 
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nt, but what is right, and that obedience on 
the mA of the ehild | is indispensibly nec , 


we inquire, what is the course to be purszed by 


the parent to gecure that obedience? 

"The right answer to this question 18, never to 
© proyoke a child to wrath'—in other words, to pro- 
cure obedience by cultivating the affections of the 
child, and not by. arbitrary or unjust exactions, nor 
by bratalizing the mind, by severe or unkind trent- 
ment. | | 

It has been the misfortune of past generations, 
to have adopted, in almost all the 8oc1al relations 
of life; the law of force. In doing 80, they acted 
honestly, but unwisely. They went upon the 

inciple, that human nature is as corrupt as it has 
book represented, by the creeds of men ; and con- 
sequently supposed, that it could be- managed in 
no other way, than by a course of coercive meas- 
ures. 'Here was their mistake. If _ had thonght 
oberwise—that there is enongh of good in the 
human heart upon which to build the 8uperstruc- 
ture of virtue, they would have looked with more 
indulgence upon those they wished to improve ; 
and would have adopted measures, and used 
means, much better calculated to secure the end 
in view, than those 8uggested by ignorance. 

Kindness, it has been truly said, is the only con- 
sistent mode of treatment, and courtesy the only ra- 
tional gpecies of deportment. 'This 1s true in re-- 
gpect to all conditions of mankind, and emphatica]- 
ly 80, in regard to the treatment of children. But in- 
stead- of adopting this policy, our forefathers re- 
gorted to the use of the most rigorous means, to 
eradicate both real and imaginary evils; and im- 
print good and wholesome principles in the minds 
of their children. In doing this, they often viola- 
ted the very principles they were laboring to in- 
euleate 3 and, by clothing parental authority with 
the garments of a kind of domestic inquisition, ren- 
dered it odious in the sight of those for whose ben- 
efit it was exercised, and drove the young into a 
course which was the very opposite of that which 
their well-meaning, but misguided, fathers inten- 
ded they should pursue. 

. There is an innate sense of propriety and justice, 


in' every unsophisticated mind, which abhors cru- | 


elty in all its forms. It is, therefore, impossible 
to convince 'a child of the propriety of - being 
merciful, by severe and unmerciful castigation. 
And there 1s, in the human heart, a kind of noble 
independence, which brooks no insult, and is not 
to be subdued; nor can it be turned to good ac: 
count, in any "other way, than by an appeal to the 
judgment. - But parents often demand, in an aus- 
tere and peremptory manner, kindness and affec- 
tion, on' the' part of their children ;- while, in the 
very act, they manifest a great degree of unkind- 
ness, which argues a want of affection. Thus ex- 
ample is made to counteract their well meant pre- 
cepts, and to inculcate by the rule of contraries 
the idea, that submission may be dispensed with. 
Instances 8ometimes occur, in which children 
are severely punished for fulsifying their word ; 
when, in fact, the parent himself has taught the 
child, by his' own example, to do 80." It is often 
the case, that a parent will command his child to 
do something on pain of 'being 'torn into *inch 
ces; or of having his *ears cut off? when the 
chil& knows that the threat will never be carried 
into execution. 'The child knows that there is n 
he on the very face of svch declarations; and 
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inking the examples of the parent 
eaſey Copied, ho in ul = ina 7. opt. of an 
gre; andy: is xeverety puniabed for 
pi grnarks tmp ndgates ith, uy and affec- 


tionate towards one another ; but how can we ex- 


ct, they; will be 80; unless their parents are uni- 


 formly 80 towards them ? If parents indulge in the 


use of unkind language, nothing will prevent its 
being imitated by their children. And, if moves 
is ever suffered to get the better of the b 
rent's reason, he has no right to expect that hi 

children will govern their passions. a word; if 


'we would have our children kind, one towards an- 


other, we must. not, ourselves,. * provoke them to 
wrath,” but we must *train them up in the nurture 
and onition of the Lord.” oath 

What we would” not allow in ourselyes, we 
ought not to countenance in others. If we would 
not practice cruelty, or any 8pecies of unkindness 
towards our-own children, we ought to be careful 
that they do not experience 8uch treatment from 
others. The reformation must begin, where char- 
ity begins—at home ; and then it will be extend- 
ed through all social life. As 80on as le 
learn to govern themselves, mw will be qualified 
to govern their children; and when they can 
govern their children, in a proper manner, they 
are prepared to take their part m the affairs of a 
free government. But' 8s long as the fountain 
remains bitter, all the #treams which is8uve from 
it, will be bitter. It is not difficult to assign a 
reason for the errors which have crept- into our 
criminal code ; nor for the cruelty exercised by the 
anfeeling creditor, towards the poor debtor; nor 
for the severity of our prison discipline;—the whole 
is told in _ word—family gov 7 ent has not 
been upon the true gospel principle ! 

Next to the importance - of having our families. 
well governed, is that of having our schools prop- 
erly managed, And 1t 1s, to me, a matter of as- . 
tonishment, that in this enli tened age, the peo- 
ple ehould allow their children to be treated with 
80 much 8everity, as 18 in 8ome instances exerci- 
sed towards them. In this respect we are far—very 
far behind those who lived two thousand years ago. 

It was a happy circumstance in the disciphne 
of the sch6ols of ancient Greece,” says an elegant 
wxiter © that the parent only, had the power of 
corporal  punishment. e rod and: the ferule 
were 8natched from the hand of the petty tyrant 
—his office alone was to inform the mind—he 
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govermme ernment, as mldnows | on the part of those who 
ve Cc 


ence, and attended by an untiring 
determination to elevate the mind, by cherishing, 
and bringing into exercise, the best affections of 
the heart. And Bo is the ropes + Ir by the 
great apostle, and it 1s justified by the ve nius 
and gpirit of the olaictloni eetigion, we 

*Bring them up' 8ays our text, *in-the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord'—not in the nurture 
and admonition of a spirit of cruelty and mialevo- 
lence. *Lo, children are an heritage-of the Lord; 
© He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the 
wind 7 8ays the wise man. And what is the mean- 
ing of this last clause of our text? Is it not, that 
we $hould conduct towards our offspring after the 
manner that God conduets towards us ? Is it not, 
that we 8hould be kindly affectioned towards 
them ; always careful of their minds; their morals, 
and their happiness? Is it not,- that we should 
strive to: have our conduct 80 ordered by the pre- 
cepts of the religion we profess, that our exam- 
ples may continually have a goodeffect upon those 
who look to us for instruction, and who need the 
counsels of our wisdom ? 

The Lord our God is love—he never does that 
which can provoke his offspring to wrath ; he is 
constantly giving us less80ns illustrative of his 
goodness, and- tender mercy—he is feeding us, 
every day,upon: the bounties of his providence, 
and Niedding us the 4-1 >a his grace. As 
he' has chosen to manifest himself to, us in the 
character of a kind Father, let-it be our ambition 
to imitate his communicable perfections, and be 


* to our children what he is to us. 
I cloe by obgerving, that, as liberal principles 


advance, and take the place of those which have 


| long prevailed, we may expect great improvement 


in these en relations of life. Much that 
has operated i nar ery upon the tender mind has 
already been di 3; and more will be done, 
as '8qon as liberal christianity prevails. The 
ghosts and goblins, which embittered the days of 
our childhood, have vanished before the light that 
has drawed upon the-world; and when the sun of 
gospel truth have attained to its meridian 
lory, the ren of those: errors will flee from 
@ a of man. ; | 
We may, therefore, cong ourselves, that 
we live in an age in which we may, and can do 
| reflect honor upon the human 
character, and, at the game time, redeem the faith 
we protey from the unmerited reproach which 
has 


n thrown upon it. Do we need some rule 


0 


_ ©. DEFINITIONS OF MAN. | 

It was. once observed to Chesterfield, in the 
course of conversation, that man is the only crea- 
ture that is endowed with the power of laughter 
True, 53d the Earl; and you may add, per- 
ow bg 1s the only creature that deserves to be 
laughed at. | 


TS 


| , - BRIEF EXPOSITOR.' No. 4. 


Because there is wrath, beware lest be take theo away 
with his &stroke : n a ranso0m cannot de- 
liver thee .* - Job, xxxvi. 18. * 


We s8hall briefly notice the common uge which 
is made of the above passage, which will show 
the necessity of its being explained. We 8hall 
 s1mply: 8tate matters of ' fact, and hope, as we 
criminate the motives of no one, that we shall not 
be considered unkind, or as png from the 
Spirit which we intend this paper shall breathe. 

It is urged. that this passage most clearly es- 
tablishes idea that there is wrath in God, and 
that there is great danger of our exciting his an- 
ger ; 80 much, that he will 8uddenly take us away 
with his. stroke, -and then it will be eternally too 
late—the crumbling verge of eternity will- =_m 
away beneath us, and we shall fall into the fiery 
pit of eternal vengeance. 'DThen, no ransom can 

e found -sufficiently great to deliver us. 'There 
is hope. of a ransom until this time ; but when 
God once gives the fatal blow—when he rises and 
strikes us down in this wrath—recoyery is -im- 
rap ,wo, eternal, is the inevitable doom! 

or this reason, many contend, that the caution is 
given— beware lest he take thee away with his 
8troke. There would be no propriety in 8ay- 
ing— beware *—unless there were danger, and 
this danger is that of being plunged into the bot- 
tomless gulf, by our offended Maker. Loud and 
vehement have been the declamations of men on 
this _—_— they have thrown around it all the 
terror which their imaginations have been capable 
of inventing. 'They urge, that there is wrath in 
God—it is no fiction ;—the text declares it, and 
now, 8ay they, you must-do something to appease 
it. Now is the only time—to-morrow it may be 
eternally too late. 'The |torm is gathering over 
your heads ; hell is yawning beneath you— be- 
ware,” lest with one stroke, he _ you be- 
neath the waves of unending When 
g8uch addresses are to be made to the fears and af- 
fections of the people, this passage is often called 
into use, and employed as a sanction to the most 
wild and extravagant descriptions of wo. | 
' But how different are they from the divine and 
lorious gubject of the _ How different 
the testimony that e ends of the earth 
8hall see the s8alvation of God. In what blackness 
they veil the eternal- throne; and how unlovely 


represent him who sits upon it. 

wk will endeavor to understapd this eubject in 

its most easy and natural construction.- Here no- 

tice the manner in which the pagsage is express- 

ed. *Because there 1s wrath, | he take thee 
with his 8troke." nquire, because 

there is wrath, where? In God? It does not 


8ay 80. We would, again, ask ; 1s'it not as rea- 


- 


of | sonable to suppose that God will take us away be- 


cause there is wrath in us, as it 1s because t 

is wrath in him? Where are we the most likely 
to find wrath ; in man, or in his Maker ? There 
was wrath in the elder brother, excited by the 
kind reception and affectionate attention, which 
his igal brother received from their father. 
Had it been said to this angry son—because there 
is wrath, beware lest thy father take thee away— 


+] which should we conclude ; that there was wrath 
| in the 80n; or in the father? -And where would 


| the wrath be most justifiable? For the son to be 
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of wrath—illustrate his vengeance by 
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filled with wrath toward his-father, or the father 
to be filled with wrath toward his 80n-? You 
will 8a mo = hs OI RO ap ont 
BON, an it is necessary for us to make thi 
oodatngion to s8ave the character of the father. 
the my before 'us, is intended to repre- 


So, 
gent the as being in man and not in his 


This conclusion we deem necessary to 


wrath in an imperfect man, than we can that it 
exists in the bosom of a perfect God. If wrath 
be.a holy principle, it is holy wherever found— 
but if it be an unholy principle, it is unholy where- 
ever found. . Its nature is not altered by either 
time, place, or circumstance. 'The scriptures af- 
firm that * anger resteth in the bosom of fools.” 
Did the inspired penman, when he wrote this 
pas8age, suppose that any one would have the im- 
prudence to contend for the idea, that anger rests 
in the bosom of God ? 

When wrath- is mentioned in the scriptures as 
belonging to God, the term is used to designate his: 
disapprobation of sin, and his judgment, which he 
brings on sinners ; which, when correctly under- 
otoed) manifest his love for his imperfect and er- 
ring children, We always do the greatest possi- 
ble violence to the divine character, when we 

ive it an unkind motive, or 8uch-a passion as 18 

own on earth by the term wrath, and whioh 80 
much disgraces frail mortals. A wrathful man ! 
A wrathful God! Does not the term wrathful, 
affixed to either name dishonor the character ? 
Does a wrathful God, appear more lovely than a 
wrathful man? Can we worship the one, with 
more devotionithan the other ? 

Reader, there is one thing most certain, i. e. 
guch representations of the Supreme God, have 
more than anything else alienated © the heart of 
man from his Maker. You -may hold up this 
torathful character before men, and require them 
to love and worship it ; you may threaten them 
with the most severe penalties in case of a non- 
compliance with your requisition ; but they will 
not—they cannot comply. 'They are as totally 
unable, in this case, to comply, as they would be, 
8hould you hold up before them the most disgust- 
ing and haggard portrait, which the best limner, 


in dark designs, is capable of drawing, and tell | q 


them it is a lovely thing and ought to be worship- 
ped; and you must all love and worship it, or you 
_— PR ans most intolerable nise- 
ries during life. 1s, your requirement would 
be totally unreasonable ; and the people would be 
entirely unable to/comply with it. the other. 
case 1t 18 exactly 80, Set before the gen a God 
, L the hor- 
rible smilitudes which you can invent—describe 
the consequences of not loving and adoring this 
God, till AELTY. i exhausted in horrors ; call / 
up from hell, all the engines of torture, which will 
operate on the fears of the people, and although 
you may bathe every eye in tears, unnerve every 
soul, and drive hundreds to despair, yet, at the con- 
clusion of your discourse, the people, are as little 
inclined to love and worship your God of wrath as 
they were before. -- No, we are wrong ; they are 
—_— _— to love and worship that 
very W which you have uttered; illustrative 
of his wrath, has carried rhe by 


redeem us.” + 


further from him, and given stronger and deeper 


roots to their hatred. * We love God, because he 
first laved'us,” 8nys an inspired teacher. He does 
not_say we loye God- because he hates us—we 
love him because he is' wrath—we: love him be- 
cauge we are afraid of his vindictive vengeance. 
The reason he does not say. this is, because no 


| being in the universe was ever loved for 8uch 
Teas0ns. (hes; * 


nan the perfection of the divine character. |- 
& can much more easily believe that there is 


We make these remarks to show the impro- 
priety of applying 'the wrath mentioned in the 
text to a principle of hatred existing in the bosom 
of God. * There us wrath,” 8ays the text, and we 
have no disposition to dispute it—but we had 
rather eay that it is on earth, than in heaven—in 
man and not in God. | 

- It may be noticed, that the text was 8poken by 
Elihu to Job, and _— have been designed to 
caution Job agairst indulging in wrath as others 
had done, who had been destroyed on account 
of their wrath. "The context seems to favor this 
idea, In the 13th and 14th yo have the 
following ; * But the hypocrites in heart heap up 
wrath; they cry not when he bindeth them: they 
die in youth and their life is among the” unclean.” 
Elihu, who speaks this, tells Job that God delivers 
the poor, and would have delivered him, * But 
thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked : 
judgment and justice takes hold' on thee. Be- 
cause mare mow Peay he take thee 
away with his stroke,” &c. is language is very 
plain. Elihu tells Job that hypocrites heap up 
wrath in their heart—do not cry to God when he 
afflicts them, and therefore, die in their youth. 
He then compares \Job's wickedness to theirs. 
They were taken away on account of their wrath 
which they heaped up m their hearts. He 8eems 
to 8ay to Job, *because there is wrath,” beware lest 
he indulge in it, and are taken away as these * 

tgp gs are. When God afflicted them, they 
dd not 'cry to him for deliverance, but indulged 
in wrath; and now Job, you are afflicted ; instead 


of heaping up wrath in your heart, as they did, 


cry to God, and he will deliver thee ; but if you 
are unwise and nourish the spirit which they did, 
you will be cut down by the hand of and 
numbered among the dead, as they are; then a 
ransom cannot deliver thee. Perhaps Elihu 
iscovered, at the time he spake this, an writable 
1sposition in Job, a lack of humility, which render- 
ed his address necessary. You will recollect that 
the design of Job's afflictions .was to try his. 
tience ; 1t was, therefore, very necessary for hi 
to guard against wrath, and it was very natural 
for those, who were friendly to him, and wished 
him to maintain his ng ut Fr caution him on 
this 8ubject. You will be satisfied, by carefull 
reading the chapter in which our text is found, 


that it contains no mention of any wrath except 


that which hypocrites heap up in their hearts; 
and instead of belonging to God, itais the vilest 
passion that ever ed in the bosom of un- 
Dove the opposer, th lanation of the 

= the opposer, the explanation © - 
8age, thus far, may be correct, althou very Gif 
ferent from'what we have been in the habit of un- 
derstanding it, but it matters not whether this 
wrath is in man or-in God, the result is the 8ame ; 
if we do not use caution ; God will- cut us down 
with his stroke, and then « great rangom cannot 

> opposer is wrong, when he 8axys, 


fit matters not whether this wrath is in man or in 
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man it can be laid aside, and 
in it is « part of the 
divine nature, and is as changeless as the. un- 
changeable God. .In our estimation, it is of great 
consequence, whether God is a God of wrath, or a 
God of love ; whether the text attributes wrath to 
man or to Him. 
- The meaning of this passage, when it -8ays, 
a great ransom cannat redeem those, who: are 
taken away with a stroke from the Lord, is, when 
God has taken the life of his creatures and they 
are meat Bos ray, boar is no _ 
great eno to bring them back again into thi 
world. The LG os their life, and it cannot 
be regained by a great ransom. Woe have no au- 
thority for s8aying that the meaning, of the pas- 
8age, is, that those who are taken away by the 
Lord go to a state of endless misery, and that a 
reat ransom cannot redeem them from that state. 
It Says ves concerning misery of any kind in 
the future world; it does not prove the existence of 
another world. 'The doctrine of annihilation may 
be true, for aught this passage proves to the con- 
trary., When men are taken away by the Lo 
apy may, or they may not exist in another worl 
—the text gives us no information on this question; 
but it simply says that a great ransom cannot re- 
deem them; that is, cannot bring them back into 
the condition they were in before they were taken 
away. Our Savior s8ays,' *if 'a man gain the 
whole world and lose his life, what can be give in 
exchange for his life ” This is the. strongest 
manner of asserting, if a man loses his life, it 
matters not how much he has gained before, there 
is nothing which he can give in exchange for his 
life ; or there is nothing which he can give as a 
ransom. No earthly riches or power are capable 
oy the __ man non bo life. bg we _ 
right, in understanding the text in this way, the 
words, which immediately follow it, are strong ev- 
idence. Here they are. *Will he esteem-thy 
riches? No, not gold, nor all .the forces of 
strength.' Here 
great 80ever his earthly riches and strength were, 
they were not sufficiently | great, to ransom his 
life, after it was once taken ; therefore he should 
80 conduct as to preserve his life. 'This ransom 
was of an earthly and not of a spiritual nature; it 
was one which earthly riches and.-power might ef- 
fect; and not 8uch an one as was offered in the 
person of the Lord Jesus. In ancient times it 


If it 


be in 
; but if i 


was frequently the case thata man, who was con- 
demned to die, could ransom his life by riches. 
Hence we are informed in Prov. xiii. 8. © The ran- 


gom of a man's life are his riches,” Perhaps in 
many instances these ratsoms were very great, 
but they were always given before the life was 
taken away; after a man's life was taken, a great 
ransom could not deliver him. | 
Although 


from the grave ; I will redeem them from death : 
O death! I 


will be plagues agues: O grave, I will 
be thy destruction.” gr gave himovlf a ran- 
8om for all.* ©'The ransomed of the Lord shall re- 
turn and come to Zion.* In Heb. ix. 12. St. Paul 


apprises Job that how | 
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place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
Again he 8ays—* God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Tf Christ gave himself a ransom 
for all—if he has obtained for us eternal redemp- 
tion ;- it- would '8eem, that in heaven's economy 
we are eternally redeemed, and that there is mue 

-propriety in the statement, © God has not appoint- 
ed us unto wrath, but to obtain salvation! © 


St. Paul, in Rom. ii. 4, 5. speaks 'of those who 
despise the riches of God's ess, long suffer- 
ing, &c. not knowing, that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance: snch people's 


hearts he complains as beitrig hard and impenitent; 
*they treasure up to themselves wrath, against the 
day of wrath.” Observe where wrath is, where it 
is treagured up. It is in those who dispise the rich- 
es of divine ess, who do not know that God's 
goodness leads to repentance. 'In snch people, 
wrath is treagured up. And in such people, we 
my expect to find wrath in the present day. 
here was wrath in the bosom of the elder 80n, 
named by our Lord in his ble ; and there was 
a day of wrath, in which this unwise child mani- 
fested the bitterness which cankered in his heart. 
Reader, © because there: is wrath, beware.” 
B. W. 
We are grateful for the following favor. Coming 
. from one in whose jnn__— and taste we place 
at confidence, we feel ourselves honored in 
aving our paper selected as the medium of her 
communications. If we read aright, the senti- 
ment of the following article came from a heart, 
that has known affliction—deep, painful! It is 
however, a consoling thought, that *whom the 
Lord Ibveth he correcteth'; nor less 80 is the 
consideration, that the chastened and sublimated 
- affections of that 8ame heart have fully recog- 
nized in Him who afflicts, a Father and a Friend. 
If the sympathies of thoze this side the grave 
can add to the mins our 6 of a discriminatin 


and cultivated mind, our esteemed correspond- 
ent may rest assured that there are those whose 
hearts have shared the pain which was felt 
most sensibly by her own. EDITORS. 


-REFLECTIONS. | 
* Sweet are the uses of Adversity* said one 
who was familiar with all the recesses of the 
human heart, who could trace all its windings, and 
unravel all its mysteries, display the secret motives 
of the breast, and show man himself, unveiled by 
the splendid gossamer, that is too often thrown 
ref br ngrngee deans Afbaur4-aty 
to hide } motzve, the - 
ire from the bosom in which they are cherished. 
And never in all his sententious A did 
he utter more truth in fewer words. Yes, sweet, 
indeed, are the uses of adversity, when the afec- 
tions of the heart are chastened and purified, when 
the fire of ro is cooled, when headlong ambition 
is checked in its rapid career, and the lords'of 
creation are made to feel wa that 
they hold their friends by no Lafe Bond, that” 
though the world trembles at their presence, the 
stern monarch of the: grave, fears not to enter 
their dwellings, and carry away captive their wives 
and their daughters. - 
But 8weeter, far 8weeter, are the uses of adver- 


_ 


8ays, Christ has *entered in once into the holy 


3* 


8ity, when the young heart is bowed down in res- 
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to the will of ms rn when 

tion  RAETERg. 909 ny in the fm 
t t of 8orrow, and long A 0 
inthe gociety of a "eo and Fhapink ed OTE 
lost in the consciousness tl 

nd ey friend; has departe 
up for safe ke 

nate in the bosom of one } 
and the grave has won that boom to his cold bed, 


to 8ee the heart thus despoiled of its riches, earn- 


ens Þ striving to lay up treasures in heayen, and 
coming forth from every fresh trial with purer af- 

fections and holier desires, is & powerful proof of 

the salutary influence of adversity on the heart. 

How forcibly are we taught our own weakness, 
while unsuccessfu!ly endeayoring to cool the burn- 

oo. or mi the intensity of our friend's 
, and how fervently do we 8upplicate God 
to as healing power # our behalf, and when 
those we love have taken their flight to the world 
of spirits, how is the heart weaned from earth ; 
and turned to heaven as the only unalloyed, and 
unending 8ource of bliss ! 

Yes, sweet are. the uses of adyersity when it 
withdraws the heart from the vanities of this life, 
and places it on the riches of heaven; when by it- 
the affections are purified, the understanding en- 
lightened, and the heart 8anctfied. K_VSee, 


[For the Universalist.] 


SCRIPTURE EXPOSITION. 


© And that which thou 8owest, thou sowest not that body 
that sball be, "0 bare grain, it may chance of whent 
or, 80me._. grain : But God giveth it a bod -2 it 
hath pl bis, oe? to every ew, his own body, 
Cor. xv. 37, 38. 


There is no portion, perhaps, of sncred writ, 
which has more puzzled the common reader to un- 
derstand, than that now introduced to notice. As 

it stands in our common version of the Bible, it is 
indeed impossible to be understood, being a man- 
ifest imperfect and incorrect tramplation of the 
original text. 'The first dfficulty 1 1s fxg ayes in 
the phrase * 4 may chance, as appliec to the pro- 
duct of the * bare or simple * grain' gown, —the 
idea being conveyed, that, &ow what —_ ou 
please—rye for instance, it may sprin 
or 8ome other grain*. . Now 8uch an 1 
lute nonsense, and WR to all our knowledge 
of the uniform operation of the laws of nature ;— 
of course the apostle-could not have desi to 
convey 8uch a meaning by the.Greek ex tuhor, this 
translated. By 8u the word whether, as 
a familiar translation of thoge words, (which, we 
beheve, will be strictly correct) we conceive the 
sense of the page will be more clear, —thus : 

; Thou gowest not that body that shall be, but mere 
ng wHETHER of wheat or some other grain, | 

The second and the most important objec 

tion to the common translation, as quoted af the | natioles, 
head of this article, is found the substitution of | 
the magculine gender for the neuter in the last 
clause of the 38th verse—thus:'*and to every 
geed his own body*. The iden is here conveyed 
that God giveth to every 8eed kis own Such | 1 


an idea and no other is derivable from com- 


ahon translation, and 80 common is'the error on | 


this point, that a very worthy and talented brother 
has published a' 8ermon on” the Regurrection, | The 
wherein he introduces this particular, and dwells 


ry is abso- | e 


Cy 
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| upon. it at 50me length, —as provi 
{Fay ehould have *God's own 
to it 
body,” is fo idion s80ma—and should be rendered 


Now the Geral whos thunnuled 


{its own body'—that is, the peculiar body belong- 
EET ING We know of x6 rol of 


| Grammar which will admit of the neuter to idhon 


being translated by the masculine * his own' ; and 
even yy the sense of the was not entirely 
obgcured by such translation, as it is in the case 
before us, 8uch liberty should not be taken with 
the original text. Certain it is, that we have al- 
__ enough mis-translations of the Bible, of 
er descri > "axle without mann © rl _ 
——___ b 
————_——_——————————__o___——— 
THE GLEANER, 


Writings of Thomas Gross. 
OF THE DEITY. 


It is of great utility, in our inquiries after truth, 
that we observe 8uch an order, as will best con- 
duce to the attainment of our object. In all sys- 
tems, there is one important idea, which hes at the 
bottom, and is essential to its operation. - Thus in 
the system, the Sun is the essential part, both as 
to light and motion. I 1s the centre and hife of the 
8ystem. When we have attajned to & competent 
knowledge of its attractive qualities, together with 
its quantity of matter and the projectile force ; it 
is easy for any one to understan py the lanets 
in such glorious. order, perform their revolutions, 
Thus, i in the, great system of truth, there. is one 
esgential idea, which onght, to be es rae 


. [and to be understood, 80 far as we are capable 
and this is the idea of God as the first and only 
cause of all things, 

The plain argument, for the existence .of the 
Deity, obvious to all, and earring resistible con- 
viction with it, is from the evident contrivance and 
and fitness of things for "one another; which we 
meet with in all parts of the universe, "There 
is no need of nice and 8ubtle reasonings in this 
matter : & manifest contrivance, immediately 8ug- 
gests & contriver. , It. strikes us like a sensation ; 

against it may e us, but 

it is without 8haking 'our: belief. en for 

SI EI es of optics and 

the structure of the Eye, ve, _ it was 
formed without skill in- that 8c 


-desi ardent 
the least, « his al- 

Lows, VER nan 6 earth and 
with equal ease as to the minutest 
Tha wublily: of the motions and ac- 


lagin ry ng m_ —_— 80 well con- 
jy yoo for the as beings who enjoy it, with 
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the internal disposition and nm 

these beings themselves, show his unbounded 
ness.” These are arguments, which are suffic 
ly open to the views and the capacities of the un- 
learned ; while, at: the 8ame time, they acquire 
new 8tre l 
the learned. The Deity's acting and interposing 
in the -Universe, show he governs, as well as 
formed it 3 and the depths of his -counsels, even in 


conducting the material Universe, of which a great 


art 8 s our knowledge, keeps up an inward 
ps 9 Hs for this great being, and dis- 
poses us to receive what may be otherwise reveal- 
ed to us concerning him. 
8ense ; his essence, and indeed of all substances, 
is beyond the reach of our discoveries ; but his 
attributes clearly appear in his admirable works. 
We know that the highest conceptions we are able 


to form of them are till be his real perfec- 
tions ; but his 1 r and dominion over us, and 
our duty tow him, are manifest. 


Thus the existence and perfections of God are 
proved from the works of creation and providence ; 
and if man was to look no farther than . himself, 
and inquire after this truth as he does after man 
other objects, he might be abundantly convince 
from himself, of the existence of Deity. We 


know that we exist and that we are cogitative | 


beings, and have material bodies. Now, if we 
—_—_ there was nothing eternal ; then matter 
could never begin tobe : if we suppose bare mat- 


ter without. motion, eternal; then motion could 


never be :. if we 8u} only matter and motion 
eternal ; then thought could never be : but we find 
in ourselves, that we are cogitative beings: the 
consequence 18 that a cogitative being has exist- 
ed from eternity ; for matter alone or in its con- 
nection with motion could never have produced 
thought. Since, therefore, whatsoever is the first 
eternal being must necessarily be cogitative ; and 
whatsoever 1s first of all things, must necessarily 


contain in it, and actually bave, at least, all the | 


perfections that can ever after exist ; it necessa- 
rily follows,. that the first eternal being cannot be 
matter. If, therefore, it be evident that some- 
thing must necessarily exist from eternity, it 1s 
also evident that, that 8omething must be a cogt- 
tative being. For it is as imposslble that incogi- 
tative matter 8hould- produce 'a cogitative being ; 
as that nothing, or the negative of all being, 
should produce positive being or matter. 'This 
discovery of the nec existence of an eter- 
nal maT necessarily leads us to the knowledge 


0 f God. "Itwill oily ous that all wang 1 
ing beings, that have a, | eginning, ning, must Jepend 
other ways 0 


Ft 


- 


- 


ge of the ex-l 


The heavens declare .the glory 
firmament sheweth: his: handy. 


ol 


18position and moral estructure of 


and Justre from' the discoveries of | head. The scriptures re 


and, | by which the 
mehr pin Pha 


nd fon Hotee| 


| and this proves the truth of the 
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ay uttereth _ and night unto night shew- 
eth knowledge. Psza. xix, For the invisible 
things of him from- the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things, 
which are made, even his eternal power and God- 
present him as inf, 
nite in his being, wisdom and knowledge, 
 holiness, justice, goodness, truth, faith 
— or mercy, and that he is un % 
self-safficient, all sufficient and {absolutely inde- 
pendent : the Creator of all things ; the apholder, 
dwg that and governor of all things; and that on 
im all worlds and all creatures are absolutely 


e is n6t the object of | dependent: that he deserves the praise, the hom- 


age and obedience of all his rational offspring, 
and that conformity to his will and the real enjoy- 
ment of God, constitute not only the true, but 
, feheity of the reasonable creature. 
hus the volumes 'of nature and revelation 
conspire, in establishing the idea of the Deity, 
and im representing him in the great m of 
as the eesential and all important Truth, on 
which the whole system rests. As the un, in 
the solar system, is the light, heat and cause of 
motion through - the system ; 80 in, the moral sys- 
tem of truth, God is light and life of the sys- 
tem, and the great plan which he has laid, he is 
prosecuting in his providence, and will continue 
thus to do, till order and harmony, love and felici- 
ty shall be restored, and the system of truth be 
completed. | 

But there is one evidence more. of the Deity, 
which, I view, to be the greatest of all, and that 
is the evidence arising from the illumination of the 
Spirit. As it is the Spirit, which leads into all 
truth ; 80 of the truth of the divine existence and 
of the divine character in particular. The former 
evidences are sufficient to leave all men without 
excuse, provided they deny the being of God, or 
violate his commands : it is the latter only, which 
is the knowledge of experience. ' It brings love 
with light : inward experience with the outward 
evidence of things; and gives strength and vigor 
of faith ; in the Deity, to which, ontward testimo- 
ny, alone, can never avail. A person of real ex- 
perience has the evidence in himself. He is 8aid 
to know and to be persuaded; which knowledge 
and persuasion are experimental. 

A person of the smallest capacity and the most 
destitute of human science, has, by divine illumi- 
nation, a knoweldge of God, which far transcends 
that of the greatest philosopher, who is destitute 
of 8uch illumination. 

We t, that the external and internal evi- 


| of men. Yet where the sacred 
nies pee oil eeed eedidob agree be Yale 
particular; yet idences agree” to point 
out the ame abvny differing only in the degree 
of their light: the consequence will be, that all 
men have the knowledge yo tmanbt 1n, ock 


evangelist , 


#4 


he 8ays, that" the true 
n, that cometh into the worl 
I conclude'my remarks on this subject, so far as 


work. Day unto| it respects the evidence of God's existence, in the 
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words of the great Mr. Locke, viz. that we have 
far greater evidence of the existence and attri- |th 
butes of God, than we have of the existence of 
any other object, with which our senses have not 
been conversant. No historical account of coun- 
tries, cities or events, can claim an evidence equal 
wy 'the evidence we have of the existence of the 
ity. 

Khmarks, With what wonder and atve;. hat 
love and confidence should we conte "guch 
a Being as God? If the angels cover their faces 
and-their feet; and in his presence, cry. hol 
hty : If the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders bow 
befo xg mw, and fall upon their faces ascrib- 

iving praise to him that aitteth on 
. _ at ghould be our reverence, our 
' Fear and love? May the time 800n arrive, 
when, instead of taking the name of this God in 
vain; when instead of gin, of profanity and impi- 
ety in general; the sons of man, with their. ten 
thousand ton es, Shall fill his courts with sound- 
ing praise hen his glory 8hall cover the earth, 
and all flesh &hall see his salvafion, How great is 
our folly in supposing, that we can hide ourselves 
= pars nagar paea from God, "All is not ary yet 

e eternity, mensity. He 1s ev- 
erywhere The darkness cannot hide us 
from him. . The darkness and the light are both 


alike to him. , Not only are our persons and ac- | 


tions naked and open. to his all seeing eye; but 
likewise our thoughts and the intentions of our 
hearts. Hence, there is no counsel or. devise of 
man, which can be hidden from the Lord. 

It is evident, why the scripture calls him a fool, 
who 8ays 
the conviction afforded him from the book of na- 
ture, which shows the invisible things of God from 
creation. . Thus he 1s without excuse. When such 
men knew. God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were they ul: but became vain in 
their imaginations and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened. Professing themselyes to be wise they be- 
came fools. Rom. i. 20, 21, 22, It is thus the 
fool hath aid .in his heart, no . God. Psa. lin. 1. 
Again; universal exverience confirms this gf mrs 
that men become vain in their imaginations, _ 
portion as they harbor Tine ideas, 
fooligh heart is darkened., When fools 8aid, no 


_ God, it is immediately added, jororagh are "—_— and | 
one doeth | 


= done abominable iniquity. 


"Taxtly, th belief of the Deity, wi 
wled of his, character, . 
any of ourselves 


by the union of power and. goodness unlimited ? 
Or, where, justice, in. perfect union with mn 
with truth; and every. ion 
immutable word and promise of God, conspire 


excite our faith and: hope in an oro, honor | - 
the. which |. 


ble to God-and blessed to creatur 
bes involves the. dentruetion of satan, of 


is no God; It is because he etifles } 


alone, avid jom ll eongitrto of moiſt 
e 8acred there is reason and great 
ronatihr hag therefore, said to be the 
confidence of all {omg of the earth, ind of them 
that are afar off upon the sea. He tiles all men 
prisoners of hope, and hath subjected oll in hope. 
\ But in the 8cri Detdiares and Gogh abs: 
he has manifested his character and intentions to- 
wards his rational offspring more 'abundant, and 


conspicuous, and brought life and immortality to 
light, in far greater 8plendor; and bri = 


light things, which, -probably, would never 
entered the heart of man to conceive. 'This roy 
ifestation of the character and of God, in 
8ome future number, we shall show, was the work 
of the Mediator, instead of the mistaken idea that 
he came to appease his Father's anger, and ren- 
der him propitions to. men, - 


| SABBATH EVENING. 

Co_ sinks this holy day, 

- _ And, in» the chambers of the West, 
The sunbeaws slowly melt away 

Where clouds, in purple splendor rest. 
All, all the countless lamps that burn 
With light from Heayen's unwasting urn, 

. Night's solemn gloom will s0on reveal, 

For Jo ! one star has burst its seal. 


Bri « berald of the quiet hour, 

Wn vw A Spirit spri 
To ve thes thing o'ar the bower 
Where t can fold her wearied wings; 
The bower of paged; ys 6. agg 
On this calm Sabbath's sacred 
Aﬀection's smile—with beam divine; 
Undimmed and pure, dear star, as thine ! 


Deeper, 8till deeper*on the vale, 
And on the venerable wood, 

That bends to feel the stirring 'gale— 
And on yon mountain's 8ohtude, 


Calm day, farewell ! Heaven = -/ Tor ales 
Glow, as ones, by 

And like the w—_ 
I bear their 


| = E 
Wi my brow, 
Gratefully Jet me neel to share 
This. hour of fervent, voiceless pra 
as Nv. >. ns, 


- 


Wes, NOTICE. | 
| Br. B. MRS will preach in Atkinson, N. H. next 


kopo tothe 2% and the be. | Sabbath 
dered human family. can be a founda- | 
tion for hope, comparable with that, wy >" 18 laid, 
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